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EXCERPTS FROM  
 

JANUARY 24, 2013, CELEBRATION OF LIFE  

James Judd 

First, I’d like to thank everyone for attending tonight. For those of 

y’all that don’t know, my name is Zeb Judd, and I’m the Student Bar 

Association President here at OCU. As a man of faith, I know that 

Professor Conger is looking down here right now smiling, and he is truly 

honored that the students and the friends that he loved so much have 

come here to celebrate his life. 

I had Professor Conger in my second year for Legal Profession, and I 

didn’t really know him before that time, but during that semester I came 

to realize that he is the kind of man that I want to be. During the course 

of that semester, he fell and injured his face pretty bad, and we had a 

handful of substitutes, but during that time while he recovered, every one 

of those substitutes took time at the beginning of class to talk about what 

a great man he was, and not because of the success that he had attained 

as a lawyer, or even the fact that at one point he got to represent Snoop 

Dogg, what they talked about was the fact that he was truly an honorable 

man, an ethical man, a man that you could talk to, and when you did, he 

would look you in the eyes, and you knew he was telling you the truth. 

He didn’t have to make promises because you knew he was telling the 

truth, and after Professor Conger’s untimely death, I continue to hear 

these good things, and again, none of it was about his success as a 

lawyer, but his success as a man. 

  

 

 J.D. Candidate, Oklahoma City University School of Law, 2013. The first real contact I 
had with Professor Conger was during Legal Profession in the Fall of my 2L year. 
However, throughout my time on the SBA Executive Board and as a class officer, I had 
the privilege of getting to know Professor Conger outside of the classroom and came to 
think of him as a mentor and someone I aspired to be like. 
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And so, as I reflected on that, I came to realize that’s what I want to 

be, and when my time on this earth comes to an end, I don’t want people 

to talk about the money I’ve made or the cases I’ve won, I want them to 

talk about how I was an honest and ethical man, the same as Professor 

Conger. And so that’s why I will model my life on his and follow his 

example. 

  


