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J.D. AND M.P.A. PAIRED DEGREES PROGRAM IN LAW 

AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Oklahoma City University School of Law and the University of Central Oklahoma offer a 

paired degrees program designed to provide a meaningful combined experience for students 

intent on a career in law and public administration.  The program culminates in the award of both 

the Juris Doctor degree and the Master of Public Administration degree.  The paired degrees 

program allows candidates to earn the JD and MPA degrees in less time than would be required if 

the degrees were earned outside of the program. 

 

 To participate in the program, students must be admitted to the School of Law, to UCO, 

to the UCO Jackson College of Graduate Studies, and to the UCO MPA degree program.  All of 

the usual entrance requirements apply.  There is no required sequence for admission:  students 

may apply and matriculate at either institution first.  Individuals who have already completed one 

of the degrees at the time of application are not eligible to participate in the program, but are 

welcome to pursue the other degree outside of the program. 

 

 Current law students may apply to UCO at any time during the first two years of law 

school.  Full-time law students may not begin their MPA coursework before the third semester of 

law school.  Part-time law students may not begin their MPA coursework before the fifth 

semester of law school.  Law students must complete the fixed required courses for the JD degree 

as scheduled. 

 

 A UCO MPA student may apply to the School of Law at any time but must begin law 

studies in the first August following his or her admission to the JD program and complete the first 

three semesters of the JD program without interruption, if a full-time student, or the first five 

semesters of the JD program without interruption, if a part-time student.  During those periods, 

the student is free to enroll in summer term coursework at either or both institutions.  The full-

time student is free to mix JD courses and MPA courses during the third semester of the JD 

program, as long as the student completes the fixed required courses for the JD degree as 

scheduled.  The part-time student is free to mix JD courses and MPA courses during the fifth 

semester of the JD program, as long as the student completes the fixed required courses for the JD 

degree as scheduled.  The UCO MPA student is free to take approved JD courses in the School of 

Law at any time. 

 

 Students who have been admitted to both degree programs should notify the School of 

Law’s Registrar, the UCO Jackson College of Graduate Studies, and the UCO MPA program.  

Students may notify the School of Law’s Registrar by checking the appropriate box on their work 

statements during an enrollment period. 

 

 Participants may transfer six credit hours of their JD coursework to UCO for credit 

toward the MPA degree’s required 36 credit hours.  Only credit hours from UCO’s list of 

accepted JD courses will transfer for this purpose.  Participants who complete UCO’s MPA 

degree need to complete only 84 credit hours in the School of Law, including the six credit hours 

transferred to UCO, to earn the JD degree.  Thus, participants may earn both degrees with the 

completion of 114 credit hours, rather than the usual 126 credit hours. 

 

 In the School of Law, participants must complete Administrative Law, Legislation, and 

the Government Practice Externship program.  Candidates are encouraged (but not required) to 
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complete their upper-class writing requirement through a seminar paper dealing with law and 

public administration.  

 


