CASEY R. ROSS, J.D., M.B.A.

POSITIONS / EXPERIENCE

University General Counsel

Oklahoma City University 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

August 2015 to Present

RESPONSIBILITIES
· Advising University Leadership on legal issues potentially impacting campus interests.

· Developing and implementing a strategic plan for the delivery of legal services to the University.  

· Ensuring the University operates within the appropriate legal governance structure.

· Identifying and managing risks to University interests.

· Managing outside counsel relationships to ensure effectiveness, cost efficiency and beneficial outcomes for the University. 
Director, American Indian Law and Sovereignty Center

Oklahoma City University School of Law
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

January 2014 to Present

RESPONSIBILITIES
· Developing strategic plan for creation of new academic law and policy center.

· Convening Advisory Group for advisement on development of new center.

· Fundraising for long-term sustainability of new center.

· Developing scholarship in the area of American Indian law and policy.

· Engaging students and alumni in programming focused on Indian law issues.

· Serving as liaison with broader university community to facilitate relations with diverse internal and external stakeholders.
Clinical Professor of Law
Oklahoma City University School of Law
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

July 2012 to Present
LAW SCHOOL DOCTRINAL COURSES (Ongoing)
· Course Load, as assigned by Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, includes:

· American Indian Law

· Advanced Indian Law

· Tribal Law

· Indian Gaming Law

· Native American Law Students Association Moot Court Competition

· Wills, Trusts and Estates

· Legal Analysis
LAW SCHOOL EXPERIENTIAL COURSES

AMERICAN INDIAN WILLS CLINIC (January 2010-August 2015)
· Supervising law student clinic engaged in estate planning representation of American Indians owning trust or restricted property in Oklahoma.

· Representation focuses on Indian land issues, wills, probate, intestate succession and engaging on behalf of clients with the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians, United States Department of Interior.

· Advising clients on legal matters associated with estate planning and family law.

· Teaching law school doctrinal component of clinical course, covering substantive area of American Indian wills law, with an emphasis on Indian land issues in Oklahoma.  

· Consulting with tribal governments on probate reform issues and areas of tribal law relating to estate planning.
· Fundraising for sustainability of clinic.
· Grant writing to raise money for program costs.
Chief Executive Officer and Owner

Advocates for Native Issues, LLC

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

September 1, 2013 to Present

RESPONSIBILITIES

· Managing all aspects of consulting firm that consults on issues related to American Indian law and policy

· Overseeing group of all-native consultants, managing work product and client deliverables

· Fundraising

· Grantwriting for firm clients.

· Project Design 

· Program Administration

· Strategic Planning

· Procuring contracts and grants

· Management and administration functions
Of Counsel, Hall Estill
Hall, Estill, Gable, Golden & Nelson, P.C., 

Oklahoma City, OK

June 1, 2012- August 31, 2013
RESPONSIBILITIES

· Working in firm’s Indian Law Practice Group on a variety of legal issues.
· Representing individuals, small business, corporations and non-profit businesses, with a specific focus on Indian Country legal issues.

Deputy Director
Native American Legal Resource Center, Oklahoma City University School of Law, Oklahoma City, OK
September 2005- June 2012
RESPONSIBILITIES

· Administration of all programs, grants, contracts, subcontracts and projects of the NALRC.

· Managing day-to-day operations of NALRC, including supervisory duties of staff and student staff.

· Developing new programs within the Law school aimed at increasing success for American Indian students and students with an interest in American Indian Law and Policy.

· Procuring funding through grants and foundation offerings for innovative projects within Indian Country, focusing on strengthening Tribal Governments, enhancing opportunities for Tribal economic development and facilitating projects aimed at enhancing Tribal self-governance.
· Working with Indian Law Professors and other Faculty to develop and implement curricula and class materials for Indian Law program.

· Training multidisciplinary audiences on domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, victims rights, child abuse and neglect, with a special emphasis on Indian Country issues.

· Coaching OCU LAW teams for National Native American Law Students Association (NALSA) Appellate Moot Court Competition
Adjunct Professor
Oklahoma City University School of Law, Oklahoma City, OK
January 2009-June 2012

NATIVE AMERICAN VICTIMS RIGHTS CLINIC 

and NATIVE AMERICAN EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
· Supervising law student clinic engaged in representation of Native American victims of crime in tribal, state and C.F.R. court systems.

· Representation focuses on adult and child victims of sexual assault.

· Advising and providing legal advocacy for victims in criminal cases.

· Key areas of representation include providing advocacy for clients in court on victims rights issues, working with special victims unit of prosecutorial offices charging sexual assault offenses and facilitating victims advocacy services for clients served by the project.

· Advising clinic clients on civil cases associated with victimization.

· Consulting with tribal governments on victims rights issues and areas of tribal law aimed at strengthening protections and services for victims of crime.  

· Teaching law school doctrinal component of clinical course, covering substantive area of victims rights law, with an emphasis on victims rights law in Indian Country.

· Serving as speaking faculty for the Southwest Center for Law and Policy on victims rights issues, as well as domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking issues in Indian Country.

TRIBAL LAW, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW
· Teaching law school doctrinal courses.  

Education Services Legislative Officer

Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, Oklahoma

September 2005 to May 2012
RESPONSIBILITIES

Legislative and Agency

· Monitoring all education-related legislation having a potential impact on Cherokee Nation.
· Advocating at the State and Federal policy levels for Cherokee Nation education priorities.
General

· Developing and delivering training curriculum for training professional-level Cherokee Nation Washington Office Internship Program Participants

· Developing and delivering training curriculum for mock trial institute for Cherokee Nation youth.

· Developing and delivering training curriculum for education programs targeted at Cherokee Nation youth.

· Engaging in Legislative Advocacy for statutory authorization for Cherokee-specific education initiatives.

· Providing Administrative Advocacy for Indian Education programs.

· Providing legal support to development of a Charter School for Cherokee Nation, including drafting the school’s charter, attending state training for charter school rules and regulations and advising school on compliance issues.

Senior Legislative Officer

Cherokee Nation Washington Office, Washington, D.C.

November 2003- September 2005
RESPONSIBILITIES

Legislative

· Monitoring all legislation having a potential impact on Cherokee Nation.
· Assisting in the development of the Cherokee Nation position on Congressional action by working with the various departments of Cherokee Nation.
· Participating in and assisting with developing coalitions and consensus with other Tribes, National Organizations and Associations to maximize effectiveness of legislative impact.
· Effectively representing Cherokee Nation position to Congress and effectuating passage of and or changes to legislative initiatives potentially impacting Cherokee Nation.
· Developing written testimony for Cherokee Nation representatives and assisting in preparing for presentation of such testimony to Congressional Committees.
· Preparing position materials for distribution to Congressional Offices regarding Cherokee Nation priorities.
· Establishing and Maintaining Relationships with Congressional Offices for effective and open communication of Cherokee Nation priorities.
· Monitoring and taking advantage of opportunities for introduction of legislation.
· Securing funding and or authorizing language for special projects through the Appropriations Process each Fiscal Year.
· Analyzing proposed legislation to determine its impact on Cherokee Nation:  Comparing such proposed legislation to existing law to determine how changes will affect Cherokee Nation.
Agency

· Facilitating Relationship between Federal Agencies and the various Departments of Cherokee Nation.

· Representing Cherokee Nation position regarding Agency Regulation having a current or potential impact on Cherokee Nation priorities through the development of written materials and submission of same.
· Coordinating and Representing Cherokee Nation in meetings at agency level to assist in advocating position for Cherokee Nation.

General

· Responsible for staffing and managing general aspects of CNWO, providing support for visiting Cherokee Nation Representatives and accompanying Cherokee Nation elected officials on business in the D.C. area.
Tribal Advocate/Information Technology Coordinator
Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma             

August 2001 – October 2003
RESPONSIBILITIES
 Legal

· Drafted Legal Pleadings, Performed Extensive Land and Title Research for Restricted and Trust Indian Land, Wills and Codicils, Case Law Research, Legal Memorandums.
· Consulted low-income American Indian and Alaska Native clients on matters including Indian Land Status Issues, Indian Child Welfare Issues, Wills, Probates, and Custody Issues.
· Represented Clients in various Tribal Courts throughout the state of Oklahoma.  
Technical

· Assumed the lead role in the design, development, and implementation of the Oklahoma Indian Legal Services website, launched in January 2003.
Presentations

· Indian Child Welfare Act, PARB Conference, Grand Lake, OK  (2002)

NAPIL/VISTA Fellow
National Association of Public Interest Law/Volunteers in Service to America, 
(Fellowship granted to Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc. Oklahoma City, OK)             

May 2001 – August 2001 

RESPONSIBILITIES

· Fellowship project was developed to gather statistical information on original land allottees of the Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole) whose estates have yet to be probated.
· Formulated a Statistical Process for sampling records of the Five Civilized Tribes in Oklahoma.

· Performed Extensive Land and Chain of Title Research, as well as Extensive Genealogy Research in determining the path of probate for the estates of the original allottees of the Five Civilized Tribes.

·   Wrote Award-Winning Report on Statistical Findings.
AWARDS

· Exemplary Public Service Award, National Association of Public Interest Law (2001).  Award was one of three awarded nationwide for NAPIL/VISTA fellowship work.  
EDUCATION

Juris Doctor, 2003


Oklahoma City University School of Law
 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma


Honors/Activities:

· Merit Scholarship Recipient (2000-2003)
· Native American Law Student Association, President (2002-2003)

· Equal Justice Works Student Association (formerly National Association for Public Interest Law), President (2002-2003)
· Phi Delta Phi Academic Legal Fraternity, Member (2001-2003) 

· Phi Delta Phi, Service Award, (2002)

· Native American Law Students Association, Excellence in Appellate Advocacy Award (2003)

· Native American Law Students Association, Outstanding Oralist Award (2003)

· Oklahoma City University School of Law Alumni Association Service Award (2003)
Master of Business Administration, 2003


Oklahoma City University, Meinders School of Business
 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma


(Cum Laude)
Bachelor of Business Administration, 2000


Oklahoma City University, Meinders School of Business
 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma


(Cum Laude)

Honors/Activities:

· Academic Scholarship (1997-2000)

· Dean’s Honor Roll (Fall 1997, Spring 2000)
Affiliations/memberships

· Tribal Citizen, Cherokee Nation 

· Oklahoma Bar Association, Bar Number OBA# 19929
· Oklahoma Indian Bar Association

· Oklahoma Bar Association Indian Law Section

· Founding Member of Central Oklahoma Cherokees Alliance

· Member of Oklahoma County Indian Child Welfare Act Post Adjudication Review Board (2009-2012)
· Board of Directors, Oklahoma Indian Legal Services

· Board of Directors, Cherokee Nation Foundation (2009-2013)
Publications 

The “Who and Where” Means the State Takes All:  State Taxation Crosses Into Indian Country, By: Kelly Gaines Stoner & Casey Ross-Petherick, American Indian Law Review, Volume 30, Number 2, 2006.
Make No Assumptions: Barriers to Justice for Domestic Violence Victims, By: Casey Ross-Petherick and Kelly Stoner, Oklahoma Bar Journal, Volume 80, Number 23, 2009.

Current Issues in Indian Child Welfare Policy: Foster Care Payment Contracts, By: Casey Ross-Petherick, Oklahoma Bar Journal, Volume 81, Number 5, 2010.

Contributing Editor, Federal Indian Law, Newsletter of the Federal Bar Association, Indian Law Section (Quarterly Publication), June 2006 to June 2010.
American Indian Wills Clinic Provides Development of Practical Skills through Service, By: Casey Ross-Petherick, Oklahoma Bar Journal, Volume 84, Number 5, 2013.

Law helps Indian domestic violence victims,  By: Casey Ross-Petherick, The Tulsa World, March 20, 2013.

New law will bolster tribal sovereignty, By: Casey Ross-Petherick, The Oklahoman, March 27, 2013.

Estate Planning for Indian Land in Oklahoma: A Practitioner’s Guide, By: Casey Ross-Petherick, Oklahoma Bar Journal, Volume 84, Number 14, 2013.

Effectively Representing Indian Tribes in Tribal State Matters, By: Casey Ross-Petherick and Sarah Jane Gillett, Emerging Issues in Tribal-State Relations, Inside the Minds Series, Aspatore, 2013.
Oklahoma Legislative Action: American Indian Education Initiatives for the 2014 Session, By: Casey Ross-Petherick, Native American Times, September 2013.
Public speaking

Statewide and National presenter on Indian Country Issues, including
Indian Education

Tribal Governance

Victims Rights Law

Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking

Indian Child Welfare Act

Child Abuse and Neglect

American Indian Property 

American Indian Wills and Intestate Succession

Tribal Law

Federal Indian Law

Legislative Advocacy

American Indian Public Policy
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