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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE JURIS DOCTOR (JD) DEGREE 

(Students entering in 2015-16 or later)1 

 
THE FOUR SCHEDULING OPTIONS 

 

We offer four scheduling options: 

 

1. Full-Time Day (with classes scheduled between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm) 

2. Full-Time Sunset (with classes scheduled between 2:00 and 10:00 pm) 

3. Part-Time Day (part-time within a full-time section) 

4. Part-Time Sunset (part-time within a full-time section) 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SCHEDULING OPTIONS 
 

1. Students must complete 90 credit hours to graduate (84 credit hours for students 

in the JD/MA paired degrees program in nonprofit organizations, in the JD/MBA 

paired degrees program, or in the JD/MPA paired degrees program). 

 

2. Students must complete the fixed required courses.  These courses and their 

required sequencing are given below.  

 

3. In addition to the fixed required courses, students must complete at some time in 

law school all of the following: 

 

(a) Corporations;  

(b) Either Administrative Law or Legislation; 

(c) Three or six* courses of their choice from Group A (listed below);  

(d) The upper-class writing requirement (see below); students must satisfy 

this requirement before their last semester in law school; 

(e) Either a clinic or an externship for academic credit (see below); and 

(f) At least six credit hours of courses identified as experiential courses on 

the course schedules of the School of Law. 

 

*For the group of students who must take six Group A courses, see the section 

entitled “Academic Probation, Dismissal, and Triggering of Additional Academic 

Requirements” in the law school’s Academic Standards and Regulations.   

 

4. Group A courses:   
 

Administrative Law (but this course cannot be used to satisfy both the Group A 

requirement and the requirement at 3(b) above) 

Agency and Unincorporated Business Associations 

Commercial Paper 

Consumer Bankruptcy 

                                                 
1 Students entering in 2014-15 should see section 8, below. 
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Criminal Procedure 

Income Tax Law 

Sales and Leases 

Secured Transactions 

Wills, Trusts, and Estates 

 

5. Upper-Class Writing Requirement 
 

The Upper-Class Writing Requirement (UCWR) is satisfied by a rigorous writing 

experience after the first year of law school (ABA Standard 302(a)(3)), the completion of 

which is certified by a member of the faculty.  Please refer to the separate document, 

Guidelines for the Upper-Class Writing Requirement, for requirements applicable to all 

methods of satisfying the UCWR other than by a seminar or course. 

 

Each student must successfully complete the UCWR before his or her final semester of law 

school. The student will not be permitted to enroll in his or her second-to-the-last semester 

of law school unless he or she has already satisfied the requirement or is then enrolling in 

a course sufficient to satisfy the requirement. 

 

At the time the student registers for his or her final semester of law school, the student must 

deliver to the Law Registrar’s Office a designated form for certifying the student’s 

satisfaction of the UCWR. The form will contain a statement signed by a faculty member 

that certifies either that (1) the student has satisfactorily completed the UCWR under that 

faculty member’s supervision; or (2) the student has made substantial progress toward 

completion of the UCWR under that faculty member’s supervision. "Substantial progress" 

means, at a minimum, submission of a detailed written outline or research summary. 

 

The Upper-Class Writing Requirement may be satisfied in any of the following ways: 

 

Seminar.  A student may fulfill the writing requirement by satisfactory completion 

of a seminar, if the instructor so certifies. Most students elect this option, receiving 

a letter grade and two hours of academic credit. A seminar requires a substantial 

written product or products as determined by the instructor. Satisfaction of the 

writing requirement is separate from satisfaction of the seminar requirements, and 

the instructor may require several rewrites of the seminar paper before certifying 

completion of the writing requirement.  

 

Designated Courses.  A student may fulfill the writing requirement by satisfactory 

completion of a course designated by the faculty as eligible for the writing 

requirement, if the instructor so certifies.  Satisfaction of the writing requirement is 

separate from satisfaction of the course requirements, and the instructor may 

require several rewrites of the written work product of the course before certifying 

completion of the writing requirement.  The student receives a letter grade and the 

hours of academic credit specified for the course. 
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Law Review.  A student who is a member of the Oklahoma City University Law 

Review may satisfy the writing requirement by preparing a Note of publishable 

quality, as certified by a supervising faculty member. The student receives a letter 

grade and two hours of academic credit.  

 

Moot Court Teams.  A student may satisfy the writing requirement by: (1) 

satisfactory participation in the preparation of a brief as a member of an 

interscholastic moot court team approved for the writing requirement; and (2) any 

additional written work deemed necessary by the full-time law faculty sponsor of 

the team.   The following teams are currently approved for the writing requirement:   

 

(a) Jessup Memorial International Moot Court Competition 

(b) ABA National Appellate Moot Court Competition 

(c) NALSA National Appellate Moot Court Competition 

 

Directed Research.  A student may satisfy the writing requirement by successfully 

completing Course No. 9092, "Directed Research," if the instructor so certifies. 

This course requires the preparation of a written paper corresponding in scope and 

publishable quality to a law review Note. Election of this option requires the student 

to work closely with a full-time faculty member. No professor shall be obligated to 

supervise any student's work in Course No. 9092, and no professor shall supervise 

more than three students' work during one semester in Course No. 9092, "Directed 

Research," and Course No. 9091, "Supervised Paper" (described below), combined. 

A student who satisfies the writing requirement by successful completion of Course 

No. 9092 receives a letter grade and two hours of academic credit. A student should 

select this option only if he or she is prepared to do extensive research in an area of 

great interest to him or her. 

 

Only a full-time law faculty member is permitted to certify a "Directed Research" 

paper. Students may not enroll in "Directed Research" in the summer.  

 

Supervised Paper.  A student may satisfy the writing requirement by successfully 

completing Course No. 9091, "Supervised Paper," if the instructor so certifies. This 

course requires the student to write a substantial paper that must (1) seek to make a 

significant contribution to the understanding of a topic which is sufficiently novel, 

important, or interesting to be suitable for scholarly analysis in a law journal; (2) 

reflect research of sufficient substance to provide a reader familiar with the issue 

or the field with valuable knowledge and insights; (3) reveal substantial analysis of 

the material and issues presented; (4) be presented in a clear and finished manner; 

(5) consist of not less than twenty-five typewritten, double-spaced pages of text 

exclusive of footnotes or endnotes, using Times New Roman 12-point font and with 

standard margins; and (6) present footnotes that conform to the most recent edition 

of A Uniform System of Citation. No professor shall be obligated to supervise any 

student's work in Course No. 9091, and no professor shall supervise more than three 

students' work during one semester in Course No. 9091, "Supervised Paper," and 

Course No. 9092, "Directed Research," combined. Students electing to satisfy the 
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writing requirement by successful completion of Course No. 9091 are graded on a 

credit (Cr), no-credit (NC), or credit with honors (CrH) basis, and receive one hour 

of academic credit.  

 

Only a full-time law faculty member is permitted to certify a "Supervised Paper." 

Students may not enroll in "Supervised Paper" in the summer.  

 

6. A Clinic or Externship 
 

Enrolling in More Than One Clinic or Externship.  Any student who has already 

completed the requirement of a clinic or externship is subject to the following limitations 

on enrolling in additional clinics or externships: 

 

(i) If a student has completed a clinic, the person’s enrollment in another clinic 

(other than the advanced version of the clinic that the student has already 

completed) or an externship program is subject to cancellation until one week prior 

to the start of the semester to permit another student to satisfy the graduation 

requirement; and 

 

(ii) If a student has completed an externship program, the person’s enrollment in 

a clinic or another externship is subject to cancellation until one week prior to the 

start of the semester to permit another student to satisfy the graduation requirement. 

 

An Alternative to the Requirement.  Students who hold a Licensed Legal Intern license 

and who have completed either (i) Pretrial Litigation, (ii) Interviewing, Counseling, and 

Negotiation Advocacy, or (iii) Trial Practice may satisfy the requirement of a clinic or 

externship by instead working a minimum of 100 hours in a single semester or summer 

under the supervision of an attorney.  Qualifying students will not receive academic credit 

but will satisfy the graduation requirement.  Qualifying students must turn in time records 

in a form satisfactory to the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; such time records should 

be redacted by the student to avoid disclosure of confidential client information and should 

be signed by the employer.  The Registrar’s Office has developed a form for students who 

plan to complete this option. 

 

The student may work under the supervision of an attorney in any of the following law-

related settings:  law firms, corporate legal departments, the legal departments of 

administrative agencies, the offices of prosecutors and public defenders, and the legal and 

policy staffs of a state legislature.  The student may be compensated for such work or may 

perform such work as a volunteer. 

 

This alternative may not be counted toward the degree requirement of at least six credit 

hours of experiential courses. 
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7. Experiential Courses 
 

Experiential courses are those clinics, externships, and simulation courses that meet the 

requirements of ABA Standards 303(a)(3), 304, and 305.  Courses that meet those 

requirements are identified as experiential courses on the law school’s course schedules.  

A clinic or externship that satisfies degree requirement 3(e) above may also be counted 

toward this requirement. 

 

8. Students Entering in 2014-15 

 

In lieu of the requirement of six hours of experiential work (item 3.f., above), students who 

entered law school in 2014-15 are required to complete a course from Group B.  The current 

Group B courses are as follows: 

 

Advanced Legal Research:  United States Law 

American Indian Wills Clinic 

Arbitration Advocacy (formerly called Client Representation in Arbitration) 

Corporate Counsel Externship 

Estate Planning 

Government Practice Externship 

Innocence Clinic 

Interscholastic moot court teams approved for academic credit: 

(a) American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL) National Trial 

Competition 

(b) Jessup Memorial International Moot Court Competition 

(c) NALSA National Appellate Moot Court Competition  

(d) Thurgood Marshall National Mock Trial Competition 

(e) ABA National Moot Court Competition 

Interviewing, Counseling, and Negotiation Advocacy (formerly called Client 

Representation in Negotiation) 

Judicial Externship 

Litigation Practice Externship 

Mediation Advocacy (formerly called Client Representation in Mediation) 

Native American Externship 

Pretrial Litigation 

Trial Practice 

Wrongful Convictions 

 

A clinic or externship that satisfies degree requirement 3(e) above may also be used to 

satisfy the Group B requirement.  However, a moot court team used to satisfy the Upper-

Class Writing Requirement may not be used to satisfy the Group B requirement. 
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THE FIXED REQUIRED COURSES FOR EACH SCHEDULING OPTION 

 

Scheduling Options 1 and 2: Full-Time, Either Day or Sunset 

 

First Year, Fall Semester (14 credit hours) Credit Hours 

Legal Analysis 1 

Civil Practice and Procedure I 3 

Contracts I 3 

Legal Research and Writing I 3 

Torts 4 

First Year, Spring Semester (15 credit hours)  

Legal Analysis 0 

Civil Practice and Procedure II 3 

Contracts II 3 

Criminal Law 3 

Legal Research and Writing II 2 

Property 4 

Second Year, Fall Semester (14–16 credit hours)  

Constitutional Law I 3 

Evidence (plus Evidence in Practice for some students; see course 

description) 3-4 

Legal Profession 3 

Two additional courses (Evidence in Practice and one-week pre-

semester courses do not satisfy this requirement) 4-6 

Second Year, Spring Semester (14-16 credit hours)  

Constitutional Law II 3 

All other courses elective Up to 13 hours 

Third Year  

All courses elective (Certain students are required to take Advanced 

Bar Studies)  

                                                                                                                             continued 
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Scheduling Options 3 and 4: Part-Time Within a Full-Time Section, Either Day or 

Sunset 

 

First Year, Fall Semester (11 credit hours) Credit Hours 

Legal Analysis 1 

Contracts I 3 

Legal Research and Writing I 3 

Torts 4 

First Year, Spring Semester (9 credit hours)  

Legal Analysis 0 

Contracts II 3 

Legal Research and Writing II 2 

Property 4 

Second Year, Fall Semester (9 credit hours)  

Civil Procedure I 3 

Constitutional Law I* 3 

Legal Profession 3 

Second Year, Spring Semester (9 credit hours)  

Civil Procedure II 3 

Constitutional Law II* 3 

Criminal Law 3 

Third Year, Fall Semester (9-10 credit hours)  

Evidence (plus Evidence in Practice for some students; see course 

description) 
3-4 

All other courses elective 4-6 

All Future Semesters  

All courses elective (Certain students are required to take Advanced 

Bar Studies) 
 

 
 

*Students who entered before 2016-17 may defer Constitutional Law I and II until their 

third year. 


